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more attentive and anxious not to miss
anything, but they were no better prepared
and* often less intelligent; and there is no
dunce like a mature dunce. Accordingly,
the professor of philosophy had to swim
against rather a powerful current. Some-
times he succumbed to the reality; and if,
for instance, he happened to mention Dar-
win, and felt a blank before him, he would
add in a parenthesis, " Darwin, Charles,
author of the Origin of Species, 1859 ; epoch-
making work." At other times he might
lose himself altogether in the ideal and
imagine that he was publishing immortal
thoughts to the true university, to the world
at large, and was feeling an exhilarating
contact with masses of mankind, themselves
quickened by his message. He might see
in his mind's eye rows of learned men and
women before him, familiar with every
doubt, hardened to every conflict of opinion,
ready for any revolution, whose minds no-
thing he could say could possibly shock, or
disintegrate any further; on the contrary,
the naked truth, which is gentle in its
austerity, might come to them as a blessed
deliverance, and he might fancy himself